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    Advanced Care Planning (ACP) is a process of planning for future medical decisions. 
It is not just the document. If a person has not taken time to understand, reflect, or discuss 
his/her healthcare preferences then the document may not represent the individual’s goals 
and values. 
    To know and to honor a person’s informed plans, one must:
 • Create an effective plan including selecting a well prepared health care 
    representative or proxy when possible and creating specific instructions that 
    reflect informed decisions that are geared to the person’s state of health.
 • Have the plan accessible to the physician, other healthcare providers and family.
 • Incorporate the plan into medical decisions when needed.
    ACP provides peace of mind knowing that one has determined one’s own decisions in 
advance, thus avoiding feelings of guilt and family quarrels at such an emotional time of loss.
    Please join us for this informative talk on Advanced Care Planning, presented by Daun 
Barrett RN, Director of Community Outreach and Parish Nursing on Tuesday, September 22 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Derby Neck Library’s Community Room.

    This summer, the Derby Neck Library 
upgraded our slow DSL connection to 
a new high-speed cable connection. 
With over 40 public and staff computers, 
the library has always had some of the 
best tech offerings in the Valley with only 
our Internet speeds holding us back, 
especially on busy weekend afternoons. 
That will no longer be the case with our 
new cable connection. Not only is the 
connection faster than our old DSL, it is 
the fastest cable connection available. 
We are proud to offer this upgraded 
service and hope you will enjoy it as 
much as we do! 

   As we begin the autumn season our two clubs devoted to fine literature 
and the allied arts, meet to explore new ideas and expand our knowledge, 
while having fun. Women’s Forum, our lunch group, will meet on Mon., 
Sept. 21 from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. to discuss two short stories: “Me and 
Big Foot,” by Jill McCorkle and “The Last Few Kilometres,” by Leonid Tsypkin; 
copies will be available at the library.  In October, as we celebrate the 
beauty of fall foliage, we meet on Mon., Oct. 19 from 12:30 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m.; our two short stories to discuss that day will be announced in 
advance. Free copies will be made available at the library. If you wish, you 
are invited to bring a light lunch to enjoy; we serve free coffee and tea.
    The Evening Book Club will meet in the Reading Room on Mon., Sept. 28  from 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. to discuss The Actual  by Saul Bellow and again on Mon. Oct.  26  from 
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to focus on An Academic Question by Barbara Pym. Shorter novels, 
memoirs, and some inspirational volumes are among the type of book selected for 
each month’s session. We choose literature written by the more noted and award-winning 
authors. Each and every discussion is both spirited and informative — so come join us.  
Copies of each month’s selected book are always available at the library and can be 
found on display a few weeks before each meeting. For more details about either group, 
please call the library at 203-734-1492.
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Events at the Library

This summer, the Derby Neck Library 
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    On Saturday, October 10 at 2pm, the Derby Neck Library is excited to once again host critically-
acclaimed singer-songwriter Sheri Miller for a performance titled “Fall in Love”, perfect for couples 
or romantics. Featuring original works as well as covers of popular songs, Sheri will play an eclectic 
solo set singing and accompanying herself on guitar. This is a free performance for all ages. No 
registration is required so bring your family and friends! Light refreshments will be served throughout. 
    Sheri Miller is a musician from New York City whose influences include the Beatles, Fiona Apple, 
Stevie Wonder, Joni Mitchell, the Rolling Stones, Etta James, and Johnny Cash to name a few. She 
has worked alongside Grammy-winning writers including J.D. Souther of the Eagles. She’s released 
2 LPs and is working on her third commercial record. Anthony DeCurtis of Rolling Stone calls Sheri’s 
music “Alluring . . . She makes a powerful first impression, and then, even better, a series of more 
complex and lasting ones.”  

    On Saturday, October 10 at 2pm, the Derby Neck Library is excited to once again host critically-
Fall in Love Music Performance with Sheri Miller
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By Patricia E. Sweeney

    I am sorry to say that I have known people 
who claim to dislike Wes Anderson’s films. “Can such benighted 
devils exist, and yet remain human?” you might ask. “Are they not 
merely heartless, insensitive brutes?”  Perhaps so, but the clichéd 
epithets of which they’re so fond—“pretentious,” “sterile,” and 
“haute-bourgeois” seem to be among the favorites — are 
widespread enough that they demand (even if they don’t deserve) 
a response.  And my response is Bottle Rocket, Anderson’s debut, a 
movie so delightful, so gentle, so perfect in every way that no 
critic — however antipathetic — could possibly resist its charms. The 
film features Owen Wilson — who also co-wrote the screenplay with 
Anderson — as Dignan, maybe the greatest Holy Fool the cinema 
has given us since Giulietta Masina played Gelsomina in Fellini’s La 
Strada (1954). Dignan is a character so earnest and so sublimely 
innocent that I think it is impossible to approach the film in good 
faith and then to walk away from it without loving him.  But then, I 
guess that’s the same way I feel about Wes Anderson.

Bottle 
Rocket 
(Wes 
Anderson, 
1996).

 

    Recently the question arose as to what is the oldest book
 in the library.  Among our earliest books, now stored in a 
separate archival area, are two interesting titles, which we 
can verify as being the two earliest imprints we own. The 
first is:  Poems by John Greenleaf Whittier. It was published 
in Boston by the firm of Sanborn, Carter & Bazin in 1857. 
However, the text had been copyrighted in 1848. Its 
illustrations are done in a pen and ink style, created by 
H. Billings. The second oldest book is: Jefferson at Monticello 
by Rev. Hamilton W. Pierson, published in 1862 in New York.  
The publishing firm is that of Charles Scribner, which still 
exists today. As is typical of its era, this book has a 
descriptive subtitle: The Private Life of Thomas Jefferson, 
from entirely new materials, with numerous fac-similies.

    Writers’ Round is a club for writers of all sorts to 
come together and share their work, critiques, and 
experience. Taking place on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month, we start every meeting with an 
inspirational quote on writing and end with a 
writing prompt for the next meeting. For more
information, feel free to contact Ian Parsells, 
head librarian and club coordinator: 
headlibrarian@biblio.org or 
call 203-734-1492.

Dinner and a Movie
    Taking place on the 1st Thursday of the month, adults are 
invited to the library’s Dinner and a Movie. Featuring movies 
new and old on Bluray, this popular program has something 
for everyone! In September, we will be watching the summer 
blockbuster action film Mad Max: Fury Road! October’s movie 
will be Kenneth Branagh’s live adaptation of Cinderella. 
Dinner will be served at the half-way point with refreshments 
being served throughout. Viewers must be 18 or older as 
movies may contain adult themes and content. No 
registration is required. 

    “Tech Talks”, the program series that focuses on topics related to 
modern technology that you may be interested in learning more 
about, is a recurring program that takes place on the third 
Wednesday of every month at 10:30am and in the evening on the 
Monday prior at 6:00pm. Both sessions will happen in the same 
week. So if you cannot attend the Wednesday morning session, 
perhaps you can come to the Monday evening class! Each month 
will introduce a different topic. Registration is required. Registration 
forms are kept at the front desk. 
    Topics will be announced on fliers in the library and on our Web 
site. I hope you can join us!

    Starting in September, on Thursdays 
from 2pm-4pm, teens and tweens 
are invited to the new Smash Club! 
Using the library’s Nintendo Wii U, teens will 
play various games on the system, particularly Super Smash Bros. 
Differing from our regular Video Game Tournaments, Smash 
Club will be about fun and not competition. Other games that 
we play will include Mario Kart 8, the Wonderful 101, Injustice, 
Tekken Tag Tournament, and more multiplayer games will be 
purchased as they come out. Whether you’re a beginner or a 
highly-skilled gamer, this club will have something for everyone.  

By Patricia E. Sweeney
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C h i l d r e n ’ s  C o r n e r
     

    School is starting again and many of you have babies and 
young children who you are looking to entertain and engage
in fun learning activities. The Derby Neck Library is the place 
to be! Story Hours, Misc activities (crafts, blocks, musical 
instruments, & art), Science Programs, Family Music and 
Music and Movement programs provide a wide range of 
experiences for all ages. Babies especially can benefit from 
interacting with their caregivers while dancing and listening 
to music tailored to enhance the early learning opportunities 
they need. Parents will welcome the chance to meet new 
friends and relieve some of the stress of “school days”. 
Hearing stories, coloring, watching children smile, dancing, 
playing games and building with blocks are things that we 
need to experience more often in the hectic world we live in. 
Children learn by watching the adults around them and if 
the adults are having fun, then the children will reflect that. 
    Summer here at the library produced some remarkable art 
from the children who participated in our Art Truck Camp 
which was sponsored by a grant from the Valley Community 
Foundation in response to a request from the Friends of the 
Derby Neck Library. Some of the paintings made especially 
for Miss Kathi are displayed in the children’s room. We will be 
doing some refreshing of the room in the coming months 
which will include rearranging some spaces and adding new 
furniture. We will also be updating our technology with 
Windows 10 and new a new iPad for use in the children’s 
room. Miss Kathi likes to help out families who are home 
schooling by keeping current on books and materials need to 
meet the required curriculums. If you are home schooling and 
need specific books, please check with her. Homework help 
is also available by appointment at the library for Elementary 
through High School grades.
      -- Miss Kathi 

Computer Classes
    If you know little to nothing about computers, are 
afraid or confused about them, or interested but 
don’t know where to start, this is the place for you.  
We cover the basics of Microsoft Word and Excel, 
email, and how to search the Internet for whatever 
interests you. There is no fee, you can start any day, 
but you can only attend once a week. Classes last 
an hour and are held on Mondays at 6pm and 
Tuesdays/Wednesdays at 10:30am. For more 
information, call Bob Carmona at 203-734-1492.

    These programs offer a wonderful way to spend time with your children while you dance and sing. While each class is designed 
for an age group, infants of all ages are welcome. It is never too early to introduce your child to these programs. Check the 
calendar for exact dates and times. All programs will be drop-in with no registration required. We welcome patrons from all towns 
to come and enjoy the programs.
Prethrees classes are for ages Birth-3yrs and offer age appropriate stories, finger plays, Nursery rhymes, puppets, coloring pages 
and music. Name tags and a different theme are provided each week. Classes regularly occur on Mondays at 10am.
Miscellaneous Mondays is for all ages. Children will have the opportunity to participate in different activities each Monday. 
Activities will include stories, felt board play, crafts, sign language, musical instruments, blocks and more.  Enjoy working with your 
child and help them learn and practice new skills through play. Check the webpage for a list of scheduled activities. Classes 
regularly occur on Mondays at 11am.
Been There Done That Movin’ On Twos and Threes is for children who have been coming to the classes for a while and are capable 
of following more specific directions to musical games and are ready to learn new songs. Each week a different type of instrument 
is introduced and shared. Classes regularly occur on Tuesdays at 10am. 
Toddler Science is for children ages 3 and up. Experiments, books, music and crafts encourage you and your child to explore the 
world around you. Relearn things you forgot as you work with your toddler to learn about such subjects as space, magnetism, 
chemistry and physics. Classes regularly occur on Tuesday at 11am.
Music and Movement programs are for ages Birth to 5 and use instruments, scarves and singing to enhance children’s language 
proficiency.  Songs and dancing combine to help children learn about rhythm and practice motor skills needed to improve their 
communication abilities. Scarves and musical instruments add to the fun. Classes regularly occur on Thursdays at 10am and 11am.
Bedtime Music and Movement programs are fun for the whole family. This evening program offers a chance for working parents 
and older school aged children to join in the musical fun together. Jammies and favorite stuffed animals are encouraged. Classes 
occur on one Wednesday per month at 6:30pm. Check the Website for exact dates.

Not So 
Scary 
Halloween 
Music Party
    On Wednesday, October 28 at 4 PM, put on your best 
Halloween costume and join us for a “Not So Scary” 
music party. We will sing and dance to spooky music and 
then have spooky snacks and cider. All ages are 
welcome. Grownups may dress up too!!

RECURRING

room. Miss Kathi likes to help out families who are home room. Miss Kathi likes to help out families who are home 
schooling by keeping current on books and materials need to schooling by keeping current on books and materials need to 
meet the required curriculums. If you are home schooling and meet the required curriculums. If you are home schooling and 
need specific books, please check with her. Homework help need specific books, please check with her. Homework help 
is also available by appointment at the library for Elementary is also available by appointment at the library for Elementary is also available by appointment at the library for Elementary 
through High School grades.through High School grades.
      -- Miss Kathi 

information, call Bob Carmona at 203-734-1492.

Children’s Programs
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Calendar of Events:

New programs are added frequently, so check in the Library and our Website for the most up-to-date schedule. 

September 2015
September 14, 21, 28   Pre-Threes classes for children   10:00 am 
September 14, 21, 28  Miscellaneous Monday for children  11:00 am
September 15, 22, 29   Been There Done That classes for children 10:00 am
September 15, 22, 29  Science for Toddlers    11:00 am
September 17, 24  Music and Movement classes for children 10:00 & 11:00 am
September 1, 8, 15, 22  Teen Film Club     4:00 pm
September 3, 10, 24  Smash Club! for Teens    2:00–4:00 pm
September 5, 12, 19, 26 Needlers Club for adults   1:00–4:00 pm
September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am 
September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
September 14, 21, 28  Computer classes for adults   6:00–7:00 pm 

September 3   Dinner and a Movie for adults –Mad Max 5:30 pm
September 7   LIBRARY CLOSED – LABOR DAY
September 14   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  6:00 pm
September 16   Bedtime Music & Movement   6:30 pm
September 16   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  10:30 am
September 21   Women’s Forum    12:30 pm
September 22   Advance Care Planning   6:30 pm
September 28   Evening Book Club    6:30 pm
 

October 2015
October 1, 8, 15, 29  Music and Movement classes for children 10:00 & 11:00 am
October 5, 12, 26  Pre-Threes classes for children   10:00 am 
October 5, 12, 26  Miscellaneous Monday for children  11:00 am
October 6, 13, 27  Been There Done That classes for children 10:00 am
October 6, 13, 27  Science for Toddlers    11:00 am
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Smash Club! for Teens    2:00–4:00 pm 
October 6, 13, 20, 27   Teen Film Club     4:00 pm
October 5, 12, 19, 26  Computer classes for adults   6:00–7:00 pm 
October 6, 13, 20, 27  Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
October 7, 14, 21, 28  Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Needlers Club for adults   1:00–4:00 pm

October 1   Dinner and a Movie for Adults – Cinderella 5:30 pm
October 10   Fall in Love – Performance with Sheri Miller 2:00 pm
October 14   Bedtime Music & Movement    6:30 pm
October 15   Writers Round     6:30 pm
October 19   Women’s Forum    12:30 pm
October 19   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  6:00 pm
October 21   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  10:30 am
October 22   Teen Movie Night – Halloween Horror Selection 5:30 pm
October 26   Evening Book Club    6:30 pm
October 28   Not So Scary Halloween Music Party for kids 4:00 pm


