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    On Tues., Nov. 10 at 6:30 p.m. the 
library celebrates Veterans’ Day with a 
powerpoint presentation on the Civil 
War career of our founder, Maj. Osborne. 
This is a free program researched and 
presented by Pat Sweeney our reference 
librarian and archivist. Join us as we 
march off to war with the major and 
learn little known details about camp 
life as well  hearing  a discussion of the 
battles he participated in. His story is 
part of Connecticut’s rich history of 
proud war contributions. On view will 
also be Maj. Osborne’s original war 
papers and small mementos.
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    Join us for a fascinating and fun program on Mon., 
Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m., when Professor Hamish Lutris of 
Housatonic Community College presents the various 
types of animals that served as unit mascots in the 
American Civil War. Some of these animals have 
legends and lore related to them, and the talk will 
highlight these. Registration is requested.

    Dana Joy of Dana’s Famous Quiche will return to the 
Derby Neck Library on Sunday, November 15 at 2:00pm for a 
Holiday Quiche and Appetizer demonstration and tasting. 
Those who attended her May tasting know that Dana is a 
phenomenal cook and professional quiche maker. She will 
have copies of her cookbook available for purchase and 
signing. Registration is required for this event. This event is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Derby Neck Library. 

    Join us on December 15 at 6:30pm as Andrew Pighills takes guests on a tour 
of the stone structures of England and New England. This lecture draws 
comparisons, similar and dissimilar, between the geology, building styles and 
techniques, and follows the evolution of stone walls and structures from colonial 
       times to the present day, 
       explaining how they fit into 
       the garden and broader 
       landscape, past and 
       present. Registration is 
       requested for this free 
       program. 
           Born in Yorkshire, 
       England, Andrew Pighills 
       is an accomplished stone 
       artisan, gardener and 
       horticulturist. Committed to 
                                            traditional building techniques, his 
skill and craftsmanship has earned him a devoted following of private and public 
clients here and abroad. His work has been featured on British and American 
television, and, in print, in the NY Times, Charles McCRaven's book, The Stone Primer, 
and in Yankee Magazine. He has appeared on Martha Stewart Living radio and in a 
short film entitled Dry Stone.
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ANDREW’S 
PICKS

TEEN HAPPENINGS
   

Literary Club Events
    As we approach the holiday 
season, the library’s two clubs 
devoted to literature will enjoy 
some special selections. The 
Women’s Forum is our monthly 
daytime group which meets on 
the third Monday from 12:30 to 
1:30. Members may wish to bring a light lunch; we serve free 
coffee and tea. On Nov. 16, we focus on two short stories by 
a contemporary author — copies of which are available at 
the circulation desk. On Dec. 21, we host a holiday luncheon 
(pot luck) to celebrate our various traditions as a group.    
    The Evening Book Club which meets on the final Monday 
of each month from 6:30 to 7:30 will discuss “The Bookshop” 
by Penelope Fitzgerald on Mon., Nov. 30. Copies of this title 
will be available at the circulation desk starting in early 
November. On Monday, Dec. 28, we will meet to discuss 
“A Christmas Memory” by Truman Capote. This group always 
enjoys a stimulating and informative discussion.  Our meeting 
place is in the Reading Room, by the fireplace.

    Starting in September, on Thursdays from 2pm-4pm, teens 
and tweens are invited to the new Smash Club! Using the 
library’s Nintendo Wii U, teens will play various games on 
the system, particularly Super Smash Bros. Differing from 
our regular Video Game Tournaments, Smash Club will 
be about fun and not competition. Other games that 

we play will include Mario Kart 8, the Wonderful 101, 
Injustice, Tekken Tag Tournament, and more multiplayer 

games will be purchased as they come out. Whether 
you’re a beginner or a highly-skilled gamer, this club will 

have something for everyone.  

How Green 
Was My 
Valley 
(John Ford, 
1941)  

  
    Yes, this is the film that beat Citizen Kane for the Best Picture 
Oscar in 1941, but it’s a scandal that so many casual film buffs only 
know Ford’s masterpiece as the answer to an old trivia question. In 
my opinion, How Green Was My Valley is probably the greatest film 
ever to win the Best Picture award; moreover, contra all 
conventional wisdom, I think that it is, in its own way, quite as 
remarkable a picture as Citizen Kane is.  Now Kane, admittedly, is 
the most astonishing and unprecedented tour de force in the 
history of cinema. But I don’t think it diminishes Orson Welles’s 
achievement to observe that he didn’t create the movie ex nihilo.  
Far from being spawned in a vacuum, Citizen Kane synthesized the 
advances made by many previous directors, including D. W. Griffith, 
Carl Theodor Dreyer, Buster Keaton, Charlie Chaplin, F. W. Murnau, 
Sergei Eisenstein, and (perhaps most of all) John Ford.  Welles 
reportedly watched Ford’s Stagecoach (1939) over 40 times while 
he was making Citizen Kane, and many of the “innovations” that 
film students are taught about when they watch Kane for the first 
time—deep focus, low angles, visible ceilings, and the expressionistic 
use of lighting, to pick just four examples—were pioneered by Ford 
in Stagecoach and other even earlier films. That being said, Citizen 
Kane is intricate, complex, fiercely ironic, and almost defiantly 
cerebral — much like Welles himself, the greatest Trickster in film history.  
How Green Was My Valley seems, by comparison, simple — almost 
conventional — hardly “high art” (whatever that means) on the level 
of Citizen Kane.  Ford himself — gruff, reticent Irishman that he was 
—  did everything he possibly could to encourage this shallow view 
of his films.  I would urge the reader to seek out Peter Bogdanovich’s 
documentary Directed by John Ford (1971), which features several 
endlessly hilarious interviews—most of which involve Ford, one of 
the greatest directors who ever lived, repeatedly insisting that he 
knows nothing whatsoever about directing and that his sublime films 
were nothing more than commercial entertainments. Ford was a 
master of subtlety, understatement, and melancholy — the kinds of 
things for which Welles, that bombastic magician, never had much 
time.  The greatness of How Green Was My Valley is more primordial 
than the greatness of Citizen Kane. When I think of Kane, I think of 
Orson Welles’s magnificent personality, his brilliance, his force of will.  
When I think of How Green Was My Valley, I think of Maureen 
O’Hara’s wedding veil, floating in the wind as if by magic; and 
Roddy McDowall, taking his first tentative steps in a field suffused 
with otherworldly light.  Orson Welles would not disagree; after all, it 
is he who said, “I prefer the old masters, by which I mean John Ford, 
John Ford, and John Ford.  He’s a poet and a comedian. With Ford 
at his best, you get a sense of what the earth is made of, even if the 
script is by Mother Machree.”

How Green 

Yes, this is the film that beat Citizen Kane for the Best Picture 

Dinner and a Movie
    Taking place on the 1st Thursday of the 
month, adults are invited to the library’s 
Dinner and a Movie. Featuring movies 
new and old on Bluray, this popular 
program has something for everyone! In 
November, we will be watching the Mel 
Brooks classic cult comedy Spaceballs! 
December’s movie will be Ian McKellan’s 
turn as the infamous fictional detective in 
his twilight years, Mr. Holmes. Dinner will be served at the 
half-way point with refreshments being served throughout. 
Viewers must be 18 or older as movies may contain adult 
themes and content. No registration is required. 

Smash Club for Teens

    Do you believe in ghosts? Have you 
experienced something that cannot be 
explained? Have you ever felt a 
“presence”? You’re not alone. Join us on 
Nov. 17 at 6:30pm for what is sure to be a 
spooky yet memorable presentation from 
local author and paranormal investigator 
Donna Kent. Ms. Kent will guide the 
audience through a series of photo and 
video evidence of the supernatural realm 
with a special focus on local phenomena. 
This program is not intended to frighten, 

Exploring the Paranormal 
with Donna Kent

but to educate and explain. Registration is requested for this free 
program. Donna Kent is the founder of The Cosmic Society of 
Paranormal Investigation and CosmicSociety.com, the internet’s 
largest, free, spirit energy photo website. She has appeared on 
countless radio, news and television shows. She has authored two 
books: Ghost Stories and Legends of Eastern Connecticut AND 
Ghost Stories and Legends of Southeastern Connecticut.    
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C h i l d r e n ’ s  C o r n e r
     

Writers’ Round
    Writers’ Round is a club for writers of all sorts to come together and share their work, critiques, 
and experience. Taking place on the 3rd Thursday of every month, we start every meeting with 
an inspirational quote on writing and end with a writing prompt for the next meeting. For more 
information, feel free to contact Ian Parsells, head librarian and club coordinator: 
headlibrarian@biblio.org or call 203-734-1492.

Recurring Children’s Programs
    These programs offer a wonderful way to spend time with your children while you dance and sing. While each class 
is designed for an age group, infants of all ages are welcome. It is never too early to introduce your child to these 
programs. Check the calendar for exact dates and times. All programs will be drop-in with no registration required. We 
welcome patrons from all towns to come and enjoy the programs.
Prethrees classes are for ages Birth-3yrs and offer age appropriate stories, finger plays, Nursery rhymes, puppets, coloring 
pages and music. Name tags and a different theme are provided each week. Classes regularly occur on Mondays 
at 10am.
Miscellaneous Mondays is for all ages. Children will have the opportunity to participate in different activities each 
Monday. Activities will include stories, felt board play, crafts, sign language, musical instruments, blocks and more.  
Enjoy working with your child and help them learn and practice new skills through play. Check the webpage for a list 
of scheduled activities. Classes regularly occur on Mondays at 11am.
Been There Done That Movin’ On Twos and Threes is for children who have been coming to the classes for a while and 
are capable of following more specific directions to musical games and are ready to learn new songs. Each week a 
different type of instrument is introduced and shared. Classes regularly occur on Tuesdays at 10am. 
Toddler Science is for children ages 3 and up. Experiments, books, music and crafts encourage you and your child to 
explore the world around you. Relearn things you forgot as you work with your toddler to learn about such subjects as 
space, magnetism, chemistry and physics. Classes regularly occur on Tuesday at 11am.
Music and Movement programs are for ages Birth to 5 and use instruments, scarves and singing to enhance children’s 
language proficiency.  Songs and dancing combine to help children learn about rhythm and practice motor skills 
needed to improve their communication abilities. Scarves and musical instruments add to the fun. Classes regularly 
occur on Thursdays at 10am and 11am.
Bedtime Music and Movement programs are fun for the whole family. This evening program offers a chance for working 
parents and older school aged children to join in the musical fun together. Jammies and favorite stuffed animals are 
encouraged. Classes occur on one Wednesday per month at 6:30pm. Check the Website for exact dates.

  Computer Classes
    If you know little to nothing about computers, are afraid or 
confused about them, or interested but don’t know where to 
start, this is the place for you.  We cover the basics of Microsoft 
Word and Excel, email, and how to search the Internet for 
whatever interests you. There is no fee, you can start any day, 
but you can only attend once a week. 
    Classes last an hour and are held on Mondays at 6pm and 
Tuesdays/Wednesdays at 10:30am. For more information, call 
Bob Carmona at 203-734-1492.

The Museum at Christmas
                         By Patricia E. Sweeney
    Many of our patrons enjoy the beauty 
of Mrs. Kellogg’s home at 500 Hawthorne 
Ave. throughout the year.  Christmas is 
an especially festive season there, as the 
skills of numerous garden clubs enhance 
the home with outstanding decorations. 
This year’s theme is “Holiday on the Farm,” 
developed by this author. Each room will feature animals that 
the Osbornes and later the Kelloggs kept and/or bred. The 
studio will have the themes of fish, the milk room will feature 
cows and bulls, the kitchen will focus on chickens and hens, the 
childhood bedroom will display cats and dogs, the parental 
bedroom hosts songbirds, the front bedroom shows sheep, the 
library features Maj. Osborne’s horses, the living room focuses 
on deer, and the dining room on the smaller, furry creatures of 
the woodlands. As always, the museum opens at 10 a.m. on the 
Friday morning after Thanksgiving and closes at 4 p.m. that day.  
Other hours are each Thurs., Fri., Sat., and Sun. through Dec. 19. 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Also, there are the very popular Friday 
evening tours in Dec., beginning at 4 p.m. each.  All of these 
tours are offered free to the public, but donations are gratefully 
accepted. Groups of eight or more are asked to called ahead 
to make special arrangements for tours — except for the Friday 
night tours. For details please call 203-734-2513.

    It’s that time of year again and another Holiday puzzle will 
be available for patrons to work on throughout the upcoming 
months. This one will feature the Osborne Homestead Museum.  
Miss Kathi’s Music and Movement and Story times will be 
available with holiday theme stories and music. Pick up a 
flyer, peruse the front desk display, read the bulletin board or 
go to the website (www.derbynecklibrary.org) to see the 
dates and times. We will also host our annual Holiday Fun Day 
on December 9th. The program will be ongoing throughout 
the day with arts and crafts, coloring pages (both for children 
and adults), games, movies and of course refreshments! Take 
time from your busy holiday schedule to bring your family to 
the library and start a new tradition. Taking time to indulge in 
the once thought of “for children only” 
activity of coloring is a wonderful way to 
slow down and relax for a while. On Nov 11 
at 6PM the library will have a Ladies Cider 
and Coloring Night. Coloring 
pages and art supplies will be 
available in the community room 
for you to come, socialize and 
enjoy refreshments. The library will 
also have supplies available 
during the holidays, and you will 
beable to choose your own coloring 
page and check out an art kit to use here at the 
library.  On Dec 2 at 6PM the library will be presenting a 
program on the Art of Zentangle. Cari Camarra will be here 
to show you how to release your creativity and create unique 
pieces of art. The program is free and all 
supplies will be provided along 
with refreshments.
     -- Miss Kathi 
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Calendar of Events:

New programs are added frequently, so check in the Library and our Website for the most up-to-date schedule. 

November 2015
November 2, 9, 16, 30   Pre-Threes classes for children   10:00 am 
November 2, 9, 16, 30  Miscellaneous Monday for children  11:00 am
November 3, 10, 17   Been There Done That classes for children 10:00 am
November 3, 10, 17  Science for Toddlers    11:00 am
November 12, 19  Music and Movement classes for children 10:00 & 11:00 am
November 3, 10, 17, 24 Teen Film Club     4:00 pm
November 5, 12, 19  Smash Club! for Teens    2:00–4:00 pm
November 7, 14, 21, 28 Needlers Club for adults   1:00–4:00 pm
November 2, 9, 23, 30  Computer classes for adults   6:00–7:00 pm 
November 3, 10, 17, 24 Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
November 4, 11, 18, 25 Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am 

November 3   Dinner and a Movie for adults –Space Balls 5:30 pm
November 10   Civil War Career of Major Osborne  6:30 pm
November 15   Holiday Quiche & Appetizers with Dana Joy 2:00 pm
November 16   Women’s Forum    12:30 pm
November 16   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  6:00 pm
November 17   Exploring the Paranormal   6:30 pm
November 18   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  10:30 am
November 18   Bedtime Music & Movement   6:30 pm
November 19   Writers Round     6:30 pm
November 25   EARLY CLOSING (THANKSGIVING EVE)  5:00 pm
November 30   Evening Book Club    6:30 pm
 

December 2015
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Been There Done That classes for children 10:00 am
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Science for Toddlers    11:00 am
December 3, 10, 17  Music and Movement classes for children 10:00 & 11:00 am
December 7, 14, 21, 28 Pre-Threes classes for children   10:00 am 
December 7, 14, 21, 28 Miscellaneous Monday for children  11:00 am
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  Teen Film Club     4:00 pm
December 3, 10, 17  Smash Club! for Teens    2:00–4:00 pm 
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
December 2, 9, 23, 30  Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
December 7, 21, 28  Computer classes for adults   6:00–7:00 pm 
December 5, 12, 19, 26 Needlers Club for adults   1:00–4:00 pm

December 3   Dinner and a Movie for Adults – Mr. Holmes 5:30 pm
December 7   Animal Mascots in the Civil War - Hamish Lutris 6:30 pm
December 9   Holiday Fun Day for all ages   ALL OPEN HOURS
December 14   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  6:00 pm
December 15   Stone Structures & Walls w. Andrew Pighills 6:30 pm
December 16   Tech Talks (topic to be announced)  10:30 am
December 16   Bedtime Music & Movement    6:30 pm
December 17   Writers Round     6:30 pm
December 21   Women’s Forum    12:30 pm
December 24   LIBRARY CLOSED (CHRISTMAS EVE)  
December 28   Evening Book Club    6:30 pm
December 31   LIBRARY CLOSED (NEW YEAR’S EVE)
 


